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Many locals are not 
aware that we have 
Bald Eagles living in the 
Laguna or have not yet 
had an opportunity to 
view this magnificent 
bird in our watershed.  
Bald Eagles have been 
nesting in the Laguna 
since 2007, fledging 
14 eaglets.  The Eagles 
have become a fairly 
common site for bird 
watchers, kayakers 
and people fishing 
and hiking around 
Occidental Road Bridge 
and north to Guerneville 
Road.  

Bald Eagle populations 
plummeted in the mid 
20th century, mostly due to the use of a pesticide called DDT 
(dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane).  The pesticide was not fatal 
to the adult birds but disrupted the formation of the eggshell.  
The thin shelled egg could not withstand the weight of an 
adult incubating the egg, making it nearly impossible for young 
to hatch.  Population numbers plummeted in the contiguous 
United States and Bald Eagles were extirpated or became 
locally extinct in many states.  The Eagles fared better in Alaska 
and Canada where less agriculture meant lower pesticide use.  

DDT was banned in the United States in 1972 and since then 
the Eagles have been making a steady comeback across the 
nation.  Bald Eagle numbers have been steadily increasing 
in this and surrounding counties since the 1980s, with early 
strongholds around major lakes.

Bald Eagles are considered a top predator, preying mostly on fish, 
although they will opportunistically feed on carrion and other game.  
That explains why Eagles, as well as other avian top predators such 
as Ospreys, Peregrine Falcons and Brown Pelicans, were particularly 
vulnerable to DDT.  The pesticide increases or biomagnifies as it moves 

Bald Eagles Return to the Laguna! 
Denise Cadman, Past Board Member and City of Santa Rosa Natural Resource Specialist

Upper: An adult flying with a youngster, aged 2-3 years old.  According 
to the photographer, the young eagle repeatedly attempted to fly with 
the adult but was pushed away until it finally left. Lower: A newly 
fledged eaglet from last year, just learning to fly. Photos: Joan Langfeld.

through the food web.  DDT runs off croplands 
in very small quantities but concentrations 
grow as it is absorbed by phytoplankton, which 
feed zooplankton, which feed small fish, which 
feed big fish, which finally become the prey of 
Eagles.

The return of Bald Eagles living year around 
and nesting in the Laguna is a sign of good 
health in the watershed.  When an ecosystem 
can support a population of top predators that 
means the lower levels of the food web are 
functioning.  

Be on the lookout for Eagles along High School 
Road, at the Occidental Road Bridge and when 
visiting the Laguna Learning Center (they are 

hard to miss with a 
wingspan between 6- 7 
½ feet!).  The adults are 
instantly recognizable 
with a white head and 
tail.  You may see a huge 
bird with a prominent 
hooked beak that does 
not have these telltale 
markings.  Juveniles 
are brown, speckled 
with white, until they 
reach sexual maturity 
at 4 or 5 years of age.  
The breeding season 
is already underway 
with our breeding pair 
mending last year’s nest.  
Chances of observing 
this majestic bird are 
good and growing!
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I recently spoke to a packed house at REI as part of their ongoing speaker series.  
The talk was about outings opportunities in the Laguna area—hiking and kayaking 
specifically.  Based on the over capacity audience and their enthusiastic response, look 
for this same talk to be part of our own public Nature Education series to be conducted 
from our new Learning Center building.  It was an hour and a half slide show talk with 
plenty of time for Q&A. Participants were provided hiking and trail maps to take home.  
We were just informed that the Sebastopol noon Rotary has supplied us with a small 
grant to produce these maps in brochure form.  Thanks Rotary!  We will have these 
maps to hand out soon; they will be available at the Learning Center for free.  

Special thanks go to REI for hosting and publicizing these talks and for their community 
involvement and support of outdoor and nature oriented non-profits like the Laguna 
Foundation and Land Paths.  I am a member of the Go Local movement but there are 
some national companies that become local by their local involvement.  They assign 
a staff member to do community outreach and they donate goods and services to 
causes that they deem worthy.  REI and Whole Foods are two that come to mind.  We 
appreciate their support!  

Speaking of local support, be sure to read the article about our recent Tree-A-Thon in 
this issue of Meanderings.  This grass roots fundraiser is a completely local event with 
support from local businesses and individuals.  We are so lucky to live in a community 
where people care about our incredible local environment and are willing to donate 
their time and money to make it better.  We cannot thank them enough.
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Learning Laguna and field trips have long been a school-year 
highlight for 2-4th grade students around the watershed. Spring visits 
to Sebastopol’s Laguna Wetland Preserve delight with impressive 
views of the Laguna, lots of native plants to focus on, and frequent 
sightings of Western pond turtles. This year students (and docents!) 
were even treated to views of black-crowned night herons resting 
in trees along the Laguna’s bank. Because the site is open to the 
public, students can bring their families back and then become the 
teacher themselves. 

Fall field trips to Kelly Wetland are special for the secluded wildlife 
habitat and the up-close experience of being in a wetland. Laguna 
Trail construction work challenged us to find a new fall field 
trip site that was just as rewarding. Fortunately we did: Lower 
Stone Farm. The site is reserved for Learning Laguna field trips so 
students really get the quiet experience of connecting to nature.  
This sheltered location at the intersection of the Laguna and Irwin 
Creek is beautiful. Flocks of white pelicans, crawdads galore, 
and majestic valley oak trees and the life they support provide 
lots of opportunities for discovery and awe-inspiring moments.  

New Field Trip Location for 
Learning Laguna 
Christine Fontaine, Director of Eduducation Programs

If we lay down will the turkey vulture come closer for a look? YES! 
Photo by Greg Zirbel. 

The enthusiasm of this Hidden Valley 4th grader really shines: “I can’t 
believe that tree we saw was over 100 years old!  I also learned that 
trees can live up to 500 years old! That is so amazing!  This was the 
best field trip ever.”
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Save the Date! Learning Center Open House 
Saturday, May 26, 11am-4pm

With help from the California Coastal Conservancy, the City 
of Santa Rosa, private foundation grants, and generous 
donations from many individuals, the Laguna Foundation 
is pleased to announce the construction completion of the 
Learning Center. the 2000 square foot building will serve 
as a classroom for all types of Laguna Foundation and 
community educational events. The beautiful interpretive 
signs, observation deck, pond and expansive viewscape 
highlight and celebrate the Laguna de Santa Rosa. 

Join us on Saturday, May 26 for your first chance to see it 
all! This exciting open house will be packed with special 
events and fun learning activities for all. Bird watching, 
nursery tours, history talks, horse-drawn rides, overviews of 
agriculture on the property, flora and fauna chats, showings 
of the new DVD version of Denise Cadman’s Tiddalick story, 
tasty treats available from StreetEatz food truck, a Laguna 
themed art show, and engaging environmental education 
fun for kids of all ages all promise to add up to a great day. 
Come anytime between 11 AM and 3 PM and plan to spend 
at least an hour. Of course, the more time you can spend the 
more fun you will have! 

New Volunteer Opportunity: 
Laguna Guides
 
Do you want more in-depth knowledge about the Laguna but have not 
been unable to participate in Laguna Docent training? Do you want to 
volunteer in the Education Department but Learning Laguna weekday 
mornings don’t work with your schedule? Well, the new Laguna 
Guides training and volunteer program might be a good fit for you.  
 
With the new Center opening very soon, we need more volunteers 
to help with weekend education programs and to help us “staff” the 
Center.  So, we are designing a training program that will teach about 
the Laguna and how to lead tours at the site plus Lower Stone Farm, 
Sebastopol Preserve, Kelly Farm Wetland and on the new Laguna Trail 
once it opens. After training, Guides will have lots of fun opportunities 
to share the wonders of the Laguna with visitors from near and far 
and to participate in community nature celebrations and festivals. 
Plus, there will be engaging continuing education events and lots of 
potential new friends. 

Mark your calendar for the evenings of May 24, 31, June 7, 14 
and the mornings of May 26, June 2, 9th and 16 and keep your 
eye on our e-newsletter for developing details. For more information, 
contact Christine Fontaine (707) 527-9277 x102 or christine@
lagunafoundation.org

Come see the interpretive signage about birds at the wetland demonstration pond. 
Photo by Maggie Hart.

 
New Building Availability 

In addition to the Laguna Foundation’s general use, including 
educational and fund-raising activities, we will be renting the 
building to organizations, businesses and community groups for 
uses that include professional meetings, educational programs, 
conferences, retreats, arts-related events, exhibits and similar 
activities.  All proceeds from these rentals will benefit the Laguna 
Foundation. For more information, contact Maggie Hart (707) 
527-9277 x107 or maggie@lagunafoundation.org

In Memoriam:  
Barbara Kay Davidson, Chris Beck 

Barbara went through docent training in 2000 and was active on 
the Learning Laguna curriculum committee in the early years of the 
program. Chris Beck lived along the Laguna as a child and realized a 
dream when he became a docent in 2009.
 
Donations have been made in their memory by: Steve and Suzanne 
Abrams, Caryn Fried, Megan Bycel, Heidi Stewart and John Weinstein, 
The Cordell Family, Diane Lebovitz, Nancy and Jim Dempsey.
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With all this warm weather spring may descend on the Santa 
Rosa Plain sooner than expected and spring means vernal pool 
monitoring.  2012 will be the 6th year of the Laguna Foundation’s 
Adopt a Vernal Pool monitoring program.  Every year, in partnership 
with the California Native Plant Society Milo Baker Chapter, we 
train Citizen Scientist volunteers interested in plants to identify 
native, endangered, and invasive species, and quantify (or count) 
populations of endangered plants.  If you are interested in native 
flora or botany, this is an excellent opportunity to learn and collect 
valuable data at the same time.  

It is only through the efforts of many people that we can foster the 
recovery of species that only grow in Sonoma County.  If you are 
a new volunteer interested in participating in the Adopt a Vernal 
Pool program and becoming a Citizen Scientist you must attend 
a training session to learn how to use our plant survey protocol.  
Returning volunteers are also encouraged to attend to a training 
session to review the Adopt a Vernal Pool process.

Training Dates: Friday, March 23, 5:30-7pm OR Saturday, March 
24, 10:30am-noon. You only need to attend ONE training, so 
please contact Hattie Brown to RSVP or to arrange an alternative 
date (707) 527-9277 x105 or hattie@lagunafoundation.org  

Springtime on the Santa Rosa Plain 
Hattie Brown, Conservation Science Program Manager 

The endangered annual flower Burke’s goldfields.  It is one of three plants monitored 
in the Adopt a Vernal Pool program.  

Photo by Hattie Brown.

Relevance and History of Laguna de Santa Rosa Wetland Preserve 
John Guardino, Restoration Program Manager 
Many Foundation volunteers and Tree-A-Thon participants have now 
had the opportunity to visit and help with restoration activities at 
City of Sebastopol Laguna de Santa Rosa Wetland Preserve (formerly 
known as “Meadowlark Field”). This work, funded by grants from 
the Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open Space District 
and the California Department of Parks and Recreation, includes the 
installation & maintenance of native trees and shrubs. Some of you 
have asked; “How does this project fit in with and compliment all of 
the other work the Foundation is doing in the Laguna?”, and “What 
are the benefits?” A useful place to start in answering these questions 
is to look at the history of the site.

Owned by the City of Sebastopol, the Laguna de Santa Rosa Wetland 
Preserve is a 53-acre parcel preserved for habitat, open space, public 
access and nature interpretation. Located just east of Sebastopol, it 
can be accessed seasonally from Laguna Park within the City limits 
or from a temporary trailhead on Route 12 just west of the Chevron 
gas station. In the future, the Preserve will also be accessible from 
and connected to the larger Laguna de Santa Rosa Protected Lands 
trail system.  

A brief historical sketch of Preserve portrays a place subject to 
many land uses over the decades, some of which have negatively 

impacted its natural habitat.  In 1925 the site was partially leveled for 
a landing strip, hangar and parking area, which was active until the 
early 1930s when it became a residence and a storage site for auto 
parts. In the 1970s the field began serving as the receiving ground 
for apple processing wastewater. This continued until the early 1990s 
when the principal land use became grazing.  Around 2000, grazing 
was removed as the field was made into a public park. Walking trails 
follow the field’s perimeter and provide entry to its center. Through 
this history and probably beginning much earlier, large valley oaks in 
the parcel’s upland were either removed or died and portions of the 
riparian corridor were cleared or heavily thinned. In 2010 the site was 
protected as a wetland preserve in perpetuity through a conservation 
easement by the Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open 
Space District which facilitated the Foundation’s restoration work at 
the site.

Restoration of the Laguna de Santa Rosa Wetland Preserve is part 
of the Laguna Foundation’s larger Middle Reach Restoration Project 
(MRRP). The MRRP is a multi-year effort intended to restore habitat 
and ecological function along 1.8 miles of the Laguna de Santa Rosa’s 
east side between Highway 12 and Occidental Road. This section of 
the channel is part of the Laguna’s middle reach and includes both 
private and public lands across a variety of habitats. 



 
 

Laguna Keepers Event Calendar 
 
 

Laguna Keepers are the Foundation’s habitat restoration 
volunteers. Each month, in partnership with the City of Santa 
Rosa, we meet to give the Laguna a little hands-on love!  
 
All workdates are from 9 am to noon. Wear sturdy shoes and be 
prepared to get dirty. Snacks  provided, but bring gloves, water, 
and friends! Only heavy rain cancels.

Saturday, April 14 
Native Plant Demonstration Garden & Joint Wetlands 
Celebrate Earth Day by exploring the diversity of California 
native species and planting at the Joint Wetlands. Meet at the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant, 4300 Llano Road, Santa Rosa; 
follow signs to the “Admin” building.

Saturday, May 12 
Delta Pond 
Admit it: it’s fun to install squishy, wiggly DriWater! Plants 
appreciate it too. Enter on the southwest side of Santa Rosa 
creek at Willowside Rd. (just north of Summerfield Waldorf 
school, 655 Willowside Road, Santa Rosa) and drive 1/2 mile to 
parking.

Laguna Keepers take a break June-August, during the 
driest time of the year, and resume in September. 
 
Questions? Contact John Guardino: 527-9277x108 or john@
lagunafoundation.org. The full Laguna Keepers event calendar 
is available online at www.lagunafoundation.org.  
 
To receive reminder emails about upcoming workdays, 
please email Nancy@lagunafoundation.org to be placed on our 
electronic mailing list.
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Seeking Contributions 
for the Laguna Bird 
Anthology 
Here’s an opportunity to contribute written 
and visual art to an anthology, helping to 
raise money for the Laguna de Santa Rosa 
Foundation.

The theme of the anthology is birds.  Your reflections should focus 
on observations or experiences taken from the Laguna de Santa 
Rosa watershed.  Multiple contributions will be considered.  We 
are planning for a printing in color to include many beautiful 
illustrations and photographs.  We are accepting contributions until 
June, but don’t delay.  Please contact Denise Cadman by phone or 
email and receive more information about the project.

Denise Cadman 
dcadman@srcity.org  
707-543-3408 

1% FOR THE 
PLANET is a 
growing global 
network of 1,472 
companies that 
donate 1% of 
their sales to a 
network of 2,779 
environmental 
organizations 
worldwide.  
The Laguna 
Foundation is 
one of those 
non-profits that 
has passed the 
approval process!   
 
If you own or even 

work in a business, won’t you consider joining 1% FOR THE 
PLANET (or encouraging the company you work in to do so) 
and designating the  Laguna Foundation your 1% recipient?  
Listed below are two local businesses that have done so; we 
thank them profoundly and encourage you to patronize these 
local supporters of a healthy Laguna!

Spiritus Financial Planning-  www.spiritusfinancial.com 
True Liberty Bags-  www.truelibertybags.com



Thank You Business Sponsors
 

Box Elder $1,000
Tom Origer & Associates 

 
Hawthorne $500

Amy’s Kitchen
HMS TravelGroup, Food & Wine Trails

Prunuske Chatham, Inc.
Redwood Credit Union

True Liberty Bags
 

Elderberry $250
Boyle & Stoll, CPA

Global Genesis
Greenspace

Law Offices of Omar Figueroa
North Coast Bank

Persinger Architects & Associates
Phelps & Associates, Inc.

Warren Capital Corporation
Whole Foods Market Sebastopol

In-Kind Donors
Round Table Pizza 

Starbucks Coffee Company 
Whole Foods Market Sebastopol
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On one of the few stormy days of this entire winter, 70 wonderful volunteers 
came out to plant 600 trees and shrubs on the City of Sebastopol’s 
Laguna Wetlands Preserve.  These fantastic supporters of the Foundation 
included volunteer fundraisers, their donors, and experienced Laguna 
Keepers who taught the other volunteers what to do and how to do it.   
 
For the first time this year we had a Business Partnership Program; special 
thanks go to these new business supporters (listed on the right).  Please 
patronize these local businesses!  Special thanks to Redwood Credit Union 
who had 17 employees and family members come out and help with the 
planting.  Another special thanks to Sonoma-Cutrer Vineyards who planned 
on having about 25 employees come out.  The threatening weather kept 
them away but we are rescheduling them for another day; we still have 
1,500 trees to plant on that field so there will be plenty for them to do!

And, of course, many, many thanks to the volunteers and their donors 
who raised or donated over $24,000 to support our Restoration, 
Education and Conservation Science Programs.  Special mention goes 
to our top fundraisers:

1. Denise Cadman $3,771 -top fundraiser two years running

2. Christine Engel $3,302  -last year’s third place fundraiser and 
this year had the most donors

3. Anita Smith $1,305 - first year as a fundraiser and already in 
third place

4. Quinlan Team $1,260 – a family affair with young Emma and 
brother Brandon

5. Maggie Hart $1,207 – top staff fundraiser more than doubled 
her total from last year

6. Brent Reed $1,150 – our newest staff member and  what an 
awesome start

7. Natalie Menacho $774 – another first year fundraiser

We are SO GRATEFUL for the tremendous support we have received 
from the community for this event.  In addition to all the people 
and businesses we’ve already mentioned, thanks to Whole Foods, 
Starbucks and Round Table Pizza for donating food and beverages. 

The Tree-A-Thon is a great event!  Not only does it generate vital funds 
for the Foundation, it also gets plants in the ground with volunteer 
labor—an absolute requirement for a project like this.  And of course 
those trees will restore natural beauty, improve water quality, and 
improve wildlife habitat and connectivity. Finally, everyone who 
participated in the day of the event came away with big smiles on 
their faces knowing they had done a good thing for their community 
and the environment. Talk about a win/win project!  

Stay tuned for our fourth annual Tree-A-Thon in March 2013.

Third Annual Tree-A-Thon

Volunteers from Redwood Credit Union. 
Photo by Howard Kalmer. 



Thank you to our generous supporters since our last Meanderings...

Tree-A-Thon Donations

Barnee and Gary Alexander, Chuck Allen, Marilyn Anderson, Thomas Arens, Walter and 
Donna Arnstein, Nina and Don Arrabit, Andrew Arthur, Terry Arthur, Connie Ayers and 
Mark Stevens, Deborah and Michael Bailey, David Ballo, Marcos Balzaretti, David and 
Maripat Bannister, Larry Barnes, Michele Bellah, Robert Bertram, Jason and Esmeralda 
Bishop, Jenny Blaker and Neil Hancock, Sandra and Walt Bodley, Bonino and Brown, 
Realtors, Janet Bosshard, Kristina Boudreaux, Joanne Brion, Lawrence and Eliana 
Brooke, Brendan and Tish Brown, John Brown, Tony Brown, Elizabeth Brunner, Denise 
Cadman and Stuart Schroeder, Chuck and Deanne Cadman, Gregory Cadman, Kim 
Campi, Mark Capell, Barbara Carlson, Ricci Carrasquillo, Ann Cassidy and Alistair 
Bleifuss, Mike Center and Marlene Russell, Ann Christensen, Judy Christensen, 
Carolina Clare, Leslie Clark, Susan and Craig Clark, Yvonne and Jerome Cobert, Grace 
Colby, Dr. William Cole, Christine Colgan, Mary Cone, Kathy Corsello, Jennifer Crouch, 
Marion Cushman, Hall Cushman and Caroline Christian, Dick and Marilyn Dennis, 
Timothy and Vivian Dimick, Frank and Jackie Dono, Paula Downing, Jeanette Doyel, Dr. 
Arnold Drake, Warren Dranit, Don Driscoll, Debra Eakins, Steve and Patricia Ehrmann, 
Phyllis Elmo, Chris Engel and Hugh Helm, David and Sally Ewald, Chris Farrar, Murray 
Felder, Jeannette Feldman, Arnie Feldsher and Britta Schoemer, Andrew and Nancy 
Fleming, Christine Fontaine, Patsy Fontaine, Jody Frandle, Victoria Fullerton, William 
Gaffney, Sunny Galbraith, Donald Gass, Katie Gerber, Evelyn Gibson, Steve and Linda 
Gile, Jim and Kathy Gilliam, Mary Gimmy, Tony Given, Barbara Goodell, Melanie 
Goodpasture, Joany Goodwin, Kathy Graddy, Virginia Greenwald, Kathleen Grotto, 
Janice Gullarian, Sarah Hadler, Ann Halbach, Ann Hancock, Linda and David Hanes, 
Jody Harper, Paul Harris, Jone Hayes, Kimberly Hayes, Greg Hayes and Robin Fautley, 
Deborah Haynes, Jillian Helmer, Helen Herr, Patricia Hickey, Troy McAdams, Vivien 
Hillgrove, Don and Judy Hirabayashi, Carroll and John Hirsch, Brenda Hirsch-Schmidt, 
Rich and Wanda Holmer, Leneke Holthuis-Catalano, John Hoover, Jeff Houston, Robyn 
Huffman, Barbara Iannoli, Cat Jackson, Don Jackson, William Jackson, Greg and Kathi 
Jacobs, Marcia and Ralph Johnson, Arlene and Brad Kallen, Janet Kelly, Danielle King, 
Nell Kneibler, Mary Kovats, Virginia Laughlin, Craig Lawrence, Caroline Lazovick, 
Robert Leigh, Adam Leslie, Barbara Levinson, Pamela Lewis, Gweneth Lindgren, Reta 
Lockert, Loveland Violin Shop, Stacy Low, Simon and Anne Lowings, Carol Marshall, 
Devi Mathieu, Kenneth and Laurie McAdams, J.L. and Gretchen McBurney, Rachel 
McCormick, Matthew McGarey, Christopher Mcguigan, Glory and Tony McGuigan, 
Albert McNamara, Rick Mead, Teri Meadows, Elizabeth Menacho, Natalie Menacho, 
William Merget, Mike Brown Electric Co., Glenn and Franny Minervini-Zick, William 
and Elizabeth Monnet, Colette Mowery-Weber, Bob and Pam Murnane, Terri Nave, 
SM and Charles Navigante, Laura Neumann, Patricia Newland and Lisa Peters, Kerry 
Niemann, Chris and Susan Oaks, Sheila O’Brien, Loren Brueggemann and Michelle 
Olson, Janet Ott, Carol Parish, Berverlee Pattonallen, Pawn Advantage, Maria Pelletier, 
Alexis and Angela Persinger, Joseph Petzel, Phillips Design, Inc., Dr. Michelle Phillips, 
Randy Piazza, Daniel and Cindy Pomplum, Richard and Trish Power, Russell Primm, 
Charles and Jennifer Prowell, Kate and Denis Quinlan, Eileen Quinlan, Karl Radtke, 
Rich and Betsy Randolph, Raymond Rapp, Donald Read, Tom and Mary Reed, Tom 
Robinson, Maggie Rosenberg, Maynard and Olga Jane Rotermund, Judith Rousseau, 
Carol Ruddick, Nancy Ryan, Betsy and Rob Sanville, Michelina Saracino, Charles 
Scammon, Doug Schaeffer, Peter Schmale, Jolane Schneider, Donald Schreiber, 
Ed and Robin Schudel, Nik Schulz, Lorraine Schumacher, Beverly Schwartz, Allison 
Scott, Pat Scull, Janet Seaforth, Gabriele Shader, Kathleen Shaffer, Helen Shane and 
Fred Fletcher, Jim and Sandy Shelton, Michael Sherwood, Tom and Minnie Silman, 
Silveira Pontiac-Buick-GMC, Frank Skubic, Christina and Marc Sloop, Anita Smith, 
Cynthia Smith, Susan Sohl, Springboard Wine Company, Anne and Clay Stephens, 
Heidi Stewart and John Weinstein, Alberta Stohl, Gail and Michael Sullivan, Amy 
Suyama, Mark and Janny Tansil, Lin Teichman, Deborah Thayer, Rick Theis and Carolyn 
Johnson, Jane Thurmond, Barbara Tomin, Diane Toso, Peggy Tourje and Jane Krensky, 
Jean Turner, George Tuttle and Ben Cushman, Olesta Urbach, Anna Urrea, Raini and 
Steve Vallarino, Peter and Noni Verbiscar-Brown, Jessica Vibberts, Kasey Wade, Jerry 
and Karen Wagner, Nancy Walker, Bette and John Ward, Constance Washburn, Gina 
Waterman, Janis and Warren Watkins, Gerald Weiss, Dina West, Patti Westerhouse, 
Linda Widdifield, Scott Wilkinson, Gloria and Charles Wilson, Victoria Wolter, Christine 
and John Woodward, Louise Young, Abigail Zoger, Matt and Patricia Zwerling.
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New Members

Alan Horn Insurance services, LLC, Harvey Bell Jr., Ross and Barbara Bickford, Elizabeth 
Bryant and Kimberly Lawton, Glen Buelteman, James and Sandi Codding, Bruce 
Cohn, Kelsey Cummings, Michael and Carolyn Ellis, Zora Hocking, Cecil and Geraldine 
Humes, Doug Lipton and Cindy Daniel, Rita MacPherson, Jonathon Mann, Charles 
and Linda Markee, Margo Miller and Gerald Eliaser, Ruth Robinson, Burton Smith, 
Hugh Stevenson and Diane Paleczny-Stevenson, Congressman Mike Thompson, Mark 
Zaifman. 

 
Membership Renewals

Loren Amelang, Janet Anderson, Martha Baeli, Richard Bloom and Bridget McCoy, 
Efren Carrillo , Buzz and Cindy Danner, Jacquelyn DeCoster, Wendy Eliot and Michael 
Fitzgibbon, Kathleen A. Emery, Bill English, Richard and Wendy Evans, David and Sally 
Ewald, Farida K. Fox, Helen Gillespie, Khatiba Grais and Howard Ballinger, Linda and 
David Hanes, Harmony Farm Supply and Nursery, Pamela Harrington and Richard J. 
Ingram, Greg Hayes and Robin Fautley, Jeremy Joan Hewes, Diane and Bryant Hichwa, 
Victoria Hill and Robert Paul, Sue and Mike Hoey, Greg Korelich and Linda Osher, 
Louisa Leavitt, David Maris, Patricia McLaughlin, Joyce and Mark Mellander, Anthony 
Mountain and Cheryl Maynard, Doris Parker, Joan Przekop, Linda Reid, Joe and Kathy 
Riedel, Susan and Jerry Roth, Harrison and Margot Rued, Stanley and Ceci Salomon, 
Robert Sargent, Janet Seaforth, Anne Sutter, Mark Swedlund and Deborah Dobish, 
Patrice and David Warrender, Kenneth Wildnauer, Jan Zlotnick and Jeanette Lebell, 
Abigail Zoger. 

 
Year-End Donations

Keith Abeles and Amy Levin, Allen Landscaping, Inc, Theodora Amaroli, Jeannette and 
Butch Anglin, John Anton, Harold Appleton, Marty and Gary Bannister, Edward and 
Susan Barich, Karen and Joseph Beall, Jim and Jody Berger, Rhonda Berney, Bill and 
Gail Bettinelli, Dee and Ken Blackman, Benn Blincoe, Craig and Patricia Boblitt, Eugene 
and Sibyl Boudreau, Doug Braik, Louise Brewer, Jill Butler, Dennis Calabi and Gretchen 
Whisenand, Robert and Shirley Cerniglia, Susan and Ken Churchill, Marcia Coleman, 
Henry Conserva, Kim and Bill Cordell, Bill and Joyce Cox, Katherine Crank, Terry and 
Joanne Dale, Bart and Ditty Deamer, Nancy and James Dempsey, Kathryn Devereaux, 
Paul and Christine Doolittle, Laraine Downer, Randy and Kathy Endecott, Chris Engel 
and Hugh Helm, Angela Ford, Alex and Margaret Guo, Harmony Farm Supply and 
Nursery, Kate Burroughs and David Henry, Lawrence Jaffe and Ann Austin, Sandra 
Poysa and Jim Jordan, Eunice La Dell Escola, Ardath Lee, Jan and Stephen Lochner, 
Loma Del Sol Vineyards, Inc., Janet Randall and Bruce Mac Evoy, Adriene and Michael 
Malley, Carol and Edward Margason, Linda Marietta, Mark and Michele McDonell, 
Major Eugene Meade, Helen Miles, Clark and Carol Mitchel, Tom Moore, Barbara 
Moulton, Diana Nasser, Patricia Newland and Lisa Peters, Tom and Janine Origer, Bob 
Orr, Lee Perron and Judy White, Linda Phillips, Douglas and Janice Pile, Rhoann Ponseti 
and Stefan Jonson, Richard and Trish Power, Tom and Mary Reed, Taylor Richardson, 
Kathy Rueve, Robert Ryan, Stanley and Ceci Salomon, Patricia and Peter Shapiro, Don 
and Joyce Sherer, Alan Siegle and Shelley Brown, Eleanor Rose Silberman, Andy and 
Katie Skikos, Lorna Skinner, Gail Dubinsky Spielman, Amy and Greg Stanton, Steven 
McNeal, D.D.S., Craig Stone, Calvin Strobel, Jack and Jane Stuppin, Ellen Swenson, 
Nancy and Floyd Todd, Bob Truax, Francesca and Herbert Tyrnauer, Jane Valerius, 
Kathrin Williams, Christine and John Woodward, Jennifer York and Joe Ruffatto. 
 
Other Donations

Jon and Vina Breyfogle, California Flora Nursery, Community Foundation Sonoma County, 
Gerald and Lysbeth Corsi, Frances Davis, Melvin and Nancy Davison, Fork Catering Inc., 
Farida K. Fox, Dr. Stephen Gold, Ramona Haller, Carey Hobart, Ann Howald, Marcia and 
Ralph Johnson, Diana Laczkowski, Tom and Sally Lambert, LandPaths, Nancy Lyons, Devi 
Mathieu, Pacific Foundation Services (The Kimball Foundation), PG&E Foundation, Tom 
and Gail Powell, Rose Foundation, Andy Roth and Elizabeth Boyd, Arthur and Judith 
Slater, Christina and Marc Sloop, Soiland Management Co. Inc., Starbucks, Street-
eatz, LLC, Mark Swedlund and Deborah Dobish, Kate Symonds, Rick Theis, Traditional 
Medicinals, Raini and Steve Vallarino, Janis and Warren Watkins, Whole Foods Market.  
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The Laguna de Santa Rosa Foundation, founded in 1989, works to preserve, restore, and inspire greater understanding and appreciation of the 
Laguna de Santa Rosa wetland complex, which is the largest tributary of the Russian River and one of Sonoma County’s richest wildlife areas. The 
Foundation conducts educational programs, implements preservation and restoration projects, conducts scientific research, works with landowners and 
public agencies to protect and improve Laguna resources, and advocates for appropriately managed opportunities for the public to enjoy the Laguna.

Laguna de Santa Rosa Foundation
900 Sanford Road
Santa Rosa, CA 95401
(707) 527-9277
www.lagunafoundation.org

We regularly post announcements 
and photos to our Facebook page.

Nestward Migration 
Docent-led walks to nesting colony at Delta Pond 
Saturday, April 28, multiple walk times available  
$10 per person- annual fundraiser for the Bus Fund 

Sign-up for this early morning adventure and prepare for 
exciting sights and sounds! At a hidden Laguna location off 
Willowside Road is an impressive nesting colony of great 
blue herons, great egrets and double crested cormorants.  
 
Once arriving at the site after a pleasant and informative docent-
led walk, we are likely to see everything from courtship displays, 
nest building activity, adults incubating eggs, adults flying in with 
food trying to keep up with demanding feeding schedules, to chicks 
who are trying to out-compete nest-mates and prepare for first 
flight. Other possible treats include sightings of American white 
pelicans, a cliff swallow nesting colony and maybe even a bald eagle.  
 
This event is always a sell-out so register early on our website! 
Approximately 3-mile walk over flat, uneven terrain. Full details 
emailed upon registration. 

This photo of three Great Egret chicks was taken at Delta Pond.  
Using  binoculars you will be able to see the nests up close like this!  

Photo by Don Jackson. 


