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Dear Friends of the Laguna,

The 2013-2014 Fiscal Year was one in which we continued to make great strides in our 
mission to conserve, restore and inspire public appreciation for the Laguna de Santa Rosa, 
which is a Wetland of International Importance under the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands. 

During the upcoming calendar year of 2015 we will be celebrating our 25th Anniversary!  
We’ll be recognized by many governmental entities on this momentous occasion but it 
is important to note that those of us doing this important work today stand on the tall 
shoulders of our founders. These men and women recognized that there was a gem in 
their midst that was degraded by human activities over the previous 125 years. They set 
out, as volunteers, to do something about that and here we are today doing the work they 
envisioned. We thank them and hope to have an event in 2015 to bring them back to the 
Laguna Environmental Center where we can properly recognize their foresight and work. 
The Laguna Environmental Center is looking more beautiful with each passing month. 
The demonstration wetland and all the native plants are maturing and attracting lots of 
wildlife. We welcome you to come visit at one of our Open House days on the second 
Saturday of every month. Many of these open houses include a speaker who does a talk in 
the afternoon. Topics range from bird watching, to kayaking the Laguna, to animal mating 
behavior. 

As you’ll see as you continue to read inside this report, our three Program areas of 
Education, Restoration and Conservation Science continue to produce excellent work 
and results as our reach is spreading with increased public knowledge and appreciation 
for the work we do. It helps that we have an excellent and dedicated staff in all of our 
departments.  

Last year, we added new expertise to the Board of Directors. We are happy to welcome 
Dr. Curt Groninga and Dr. Robert Rubin to our diverse Board of caring and committed 
community members. Thanks to the Board, our valued donors, volunteers and members for 
helping us make progress every year, especially as we look ahead to our 25th Year!

For the Laguna,

Raini Vallarino Sugg
President, Board of Directors

David Bannister
Executive Director



education 
Inspiring Appreciation for the Laguna 
 

2014 marked the 15th year of 
the Learning Laguna elementary school 
program! 

In the 2013-2014 school year 
over 1300 students from 50 2nd, 3rd and 
4th grade classes learned about Laguna 
plants and animals and the importance of 
wetlands through interactive classroom 
activities and experiential field trips to the 
Laguna. 

 We gratefully acknowledge the 
work of 60 Learning Laguna Docents who 
skillfully and heartfully contributed more 
than 1,285 hours of teaching time to the 
Learning Laguna program. 

The Laguna Foundation provided bus 
scholarships to 50% of the participating 
classes. Over $3,700 was paid in direct 
transportation costs, enabling 650 students 
to experience the Learning Laguna field 
trip. Bus scholarships and administration of 
the program was made possible through 
individual donations and grant funding. 

8 volunteers fulfilled the Laguna 
Environmental Center Guides training 
program. 26 Laguna Guides lead and 
support our public education programs.  

With appreciation we recognize the Guides 
and contributing Docents for:

Hosting and providing tours and 
Laguna education during 12 open house 
events and 10 special request tours.

Leading/assisting with 6 trail walks

Supporting 21 public education talks 
and workshops on a wide variety of topics 
from basket making and nature journaling 
to Laguna flora & fauna identification. 
Approximately 1,750 community members 
and visitors participated in these education 
programs for the community.

Restoration 
Bringing Back the Laguna’s Natural 
Abundance 
 

Over 80 volunteers planted 600 trees and 
shrubs at our 5th Annual Laguna Re-Leaf Day 
helping expand riparian habitat on Irwin Creek 
by more than 2-acres. 

8 Laguna Keepers events throughout the 
Laguna watershed generated over 750 volunteer 
hours for restoration efforts in the Laguna 

We continued with the second phase of 
the Southern Laguna Restoration Project. All 
together, this project will establish over 5,000 
native plants & restore over 18-acres of critically 
important riparian habitat along 12,000 linear 
feet of the Laguna main stem between Stony 
Point and Llano Roads 

We continued with the care and 
maintenance of more than 4,000 native plants, 
covering nearly 40-acres of diverse habitat in the 
Laguna 

Our internship program provided enriched 
work experience opportunities for college 
students and generated over 1,380 hours of 
project support.

Over $650,000 is secured for future 
restoration efforts in the Laguna.

A wide spectrum of community groups 
were engaged in our stewardship work 
including: Sonoma Youth Ecology Corps, Sonoma 
County Regional Parks - Parks Alliance Youth 
Crew, Traditional Medicinals, Team Prunus, and 
Sonoma State University.

The scope and capabilities of our in-house 
Stone Farm Native Plant Nursery continue 
to expand, to ensure an ongoing supply of 
high-quality native plants for our projects that 
are grown from genetically appropriate stock 
derived from native populations in the unique 
Laguna de Santa Rosa ecosystem.

Year at a GlanCe

Conservation Science 
Understanding and Protecting the 
Laguna Watershed 
 

In partnership with the San Francisco 
Estuary Institute, conducted a study to 
pinpoint the location of the historical 
confluence of Mark West Creek and the 
Laguna de Santa Rosa main channel – 
approximately 2 miles north of its current 
location 
 

Our Field Guide to the Vernal Pool 
Plants of the Santa Rosa Plain went through 
a second printing. (Do you have your copy?) 
 

The first year of monitoring invasive 
Ludwigia regrowth was implemented. 
Working with the Sonoma County Water 
Agency, we investigated how fast the 
problematic weed reestablished areas where 
it had been removed. 
 

We completed a multi-year study 
evaluating the effect of the new Laguna 
de Santa Rosa trail on the abundance and 
diversity of bird species. Our findings show 
that there was an increase in diversity over 
time and no effect of the trail on diversity. 
This largely means, if you go out and look 
year after year, you find a few new species 
each time. We also found a slight decrease 
in abundance over time and a slightly 
negative effect of the trail on abundance. 
In particular, Song Sparrows may shy away 
from the trail a bit and drive the overall 
trend.

We completed our 8th year of the 
Adopt a Vernal Pool Program! As the longest 
running, most comprehensive native plant 
assessment program in Sonoma County, the 
AVP program collects data to monitor and 
protect three endangered species in the 
Laguna Watershed.



$10,000+
Anonymous, Tom & Julie Atwood, Betsy Stewart, 
Vic and Karen Trione

$5,000 - $9,999 
Lynn & Anisya Fritz, Mike & Barbara Shepherd

$2,500 - $4,999
Connie Codding, Bill & Joyce Cox, Raini Sugg & 
Steve Vallarino

$1,000 - $2,499
Mike Center & Marlene Russell, Marcia Coleman, 
Kim & Bill Cordell, Terry & Joanne Dale, Miles 
Ferris, Dr. Bob Fried & Dr. Pam Burleson, Victoria 
Fullerton, Gallo of Sonoma, Curt & Vicki 
Groninga, Tony McGuigan, Tom & Janine Origer, 
Bob & Sharon Rubin, Santa Rosa Sunrise Rotary 
Club, Anne & Clay Stephens, Heidi Stewart & 
John Weinstein, The Heck Foundation, Vanguard 
Properties, Mike & Katie Wright

$500 - $999
Dana Anderson, Harold Appleton, Janine Harold 
Appleton, Janine Barnes & Chris Watson, Boyle 
& Stoll, CPA, Susan Bullis, Chuck & Deanne 
Cadman, Bart & Ditty Deamer, Brad & Rosalie 
DeMeo, Chris Engel & Hugh Helm, Beth Fulton 
& Terry Scannell, Lyn & Michael Gannon, 
Karin Guzman, Susie Hagemeister, Sharon 
Hawthorne, Kate Burroughs & David Henry, 
Risty & John Marckx, Laura & Larry Martin, 
Clark & Carol Mitchel, Oak Grove Union School 
BAAS, Jim O’Connell, Peace In Medicine, PG&E 
Corporation Foundation, Richard & Trish Power, 
Pat & Tim Preston, Terry Price & Kerry Campbell-
Price, Prunuske Chatham, Inc., Brian Purcell, 
Redwood Credit Union, Redwood Hill Farm 
& Creamery, Tom & Mary Reed, Harry & Dee 
Richardson, Robert Sargent, Janet Siela, Silk 
Moon, Dianne Smith & Ben Benson, Rick Theis 
& Carolyn Johnson, Traditional Medicinals, 
Weeks Drilling & Pump Company, John and 
Claire Werner, Linda Widdifield 

$250 - $499
Barnee & Gary Alexander, Diana & Allen Arntz, 
Martha & J.M. Baeli, David & Maripat Bannister, 
Stephen & Linda Barnhart, Tyra Benoit, Helen 
& Robert Berg, Jim Berger, Rhonda Berney 
& Richard Shipps, Laura & Allan Bernstein, 
Denise Cadman & Stuart Schroeder, Rocky & 
Kim Camp, Jim & Nancy Cartan, Chez Jeanne, 
Clover Stornetta Farms, Inc., Gerald and Buff 
Corsi, Buzz & Cindy Danner, Nancy & James 
Dempsey, Joan DuPont, EBA Engineering, 
Emerisa Gardens, Inc., Jane & Gary Facente, 
Farallon Pacific - Schmale Insurance Services, 
Inc., Andrew & Nancy Fleming, Sue Gibbons, 
Joe & Susan Gorin, Gregory Hayes & Robin 
Fautley, Carroll & John Hirsch, Sue & Mike Hoey, 
Innovative Business Solutions, Ellie Insley, Greg 
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Korelich & Linda Osher, LaFranchi Vineyards, 
Nils-Michael Langenborg, Andrew & Ria Lee, 
Jake & Barbara Mackenzie, Mike Marquard, 
Barbara Moulton & Tom Helm, Shirley & Lori 
Myers, Larry Nagel, Fawn & James Nekton 
- Gene Gaffney Insurance, Marthe Norwick, 
Rebecca Norwick, Timothy Perkins, Dwight & 
Judy Petersen, Eric & Kathy Pierce, Kate & Denis 
Quinlan, Jan Randall & Bruce Mac Evoy, Diana 
& Daniel Rich, Russian River Vineyards & Corks 
Restaurant, Betsy & Rob Sanville, Jean Schulz, 
Patricia & Peter Shapiro, Catherine Sharp, 
Sonoma Land Trust, Marlene & Martin Stein, 
Ellen Swenson, Terra Firma Global Partners, Inc., 
Peggy Tourje & Jane Krensky, Janis & Warren 
Watkins, Bryan Wright



The laguna Foundation is grateful to every one of the individuals and organizations who made a broad range of financial 
gifts from July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014. 

$100 - $249
Keith Abeles & Amy Levin, Steve 
and Suzanne Abrams, Theodora 
Amaroli, Chris & Virginia 
Anderegg, Kathy Anderson, Kay 
Anderson, Laurel Anderson, 
Andy’s Produce Market, Jeannette 
& Butch Anglin, John Anton, 
Mark Arnold, Balletto Vineyards, 
Lorie Bannister, Edward & Susan 
Barich, Helen Baum, Reginald 
& Margaret Bayley, Dee & Ken 
Blackman, Gene & Susan Blazick, 
Benn Blincoe, Janet Bosshard, 
Paula & Robert Brent, Denice 
Britton, Kenneth & Crystal Brody, John & Joan 
Broughton, Brendan & Tish Brown, Elizabeth 
Bryant & Kimberly Lawton, Janine Bullis, 
Anne Buxton Sobol, Mark Capell, Lenore & Al 
Carrion, Robert & Shirley Cerniglia, Susan & 
Ken Churchill, Bob & Phyllis Clement, Ken Coker, 
Guy Conner, Kelsey Cummings, Gay Deady, Jay 
& Joele Deike, Donna De La Briandais, Linda 
& Roger Delgado, Kathryn Devereaux, Richard 
& Marie Di Tommaso, Darlene & Dick Donat, 
Pamela & Scott Donnellan, Frank & Jackie Dono, 
Laraine & Paul Downer, Leticia Duenas & Petr 
Lenda, Mark Edelstein & Susan Baldi, Steve & 
Patricia Ehrmann, Phyllis Elmo, Richard Ely, Fred 
& Jocelyn Euphrat, David & Sally Ewald, Mark & 
Jean Farmer, Karen & David Fichman, Bob Finch, 
Linda Fraley & John Nichols, Barbara Gegan, 
Katie Gerber, Jim & Kathy Gilliam, Mary & Art 
Gimmy, Global Genesis, Sarah & Dan Gurney, 
William Haigwood, Linda & David Hanes, 
Loren Harrigan, Paul Harris, Mary Harrison, 
Bob Hart & Jan Davis, Deborah Haynes, Jillian 
Helmer, Jeremy Joan Hewes, Anne Higgins, Bob 

& Nancy Higham, Vivien Hillgrove, Andrew & 
Jean Holroyd-Sills, Diana Jacobs, Greg & Kathi 
Jacobs, Lawrence Jaffe & Ann Austin, Mia James, 
Marcia & Ralph Johnson, Louise Johnston, 
Sandra Poysa & Jim Jordan, William Kerr, Mary 
Killian, Deborah Klein & Lois Cohen, Michael 
& Sachiko Knappman, Helen Kochenderfer, 
Alex Kraft, Bill & Beth Krumbein, Isaac Kuster, 
Eunice La Dell Escola, Bob Landman & Helene 
Morneau, Louisa Leavitt, Ardath Lee, Heidi & 
Ted Lemon, Peter & Olivia Leveque, Jack Levin, 
Les & Nancy Lewis, Suzanne Llamado, Jan & 
Stephen Lochner, Reta Lockert, Loveland Violin 
Shop, Carol & Peter Lucic, David & Margaret 
Macphail, Tony Maestri, David Maris, Shannon 
Marshall, John & Debra Martin, Robert Martin, 
Barrie Mason, Sandy & Jeff Mays, Tom McBride, 
Martha McEwen, Major Eugene Meade, Joyce 
& Mark Mellander, William Merget, Margo 
Miller & Gerald Eliaser, Marianne Miller, Glenn 
& Franny Minervini-Zick, William & Elizabeth 
Monnet, Suzanne & Gary Nelson, Patricia 
Newland & Lisa Peters, Jeremy & Laura Nichols, 

Jon & Susan Nichols, Jane Nielson, 
North Coast Regional Water Quality 
Control Room Staff, William Oflynn, 
Loren Brueggemann & Michelle 
Olson, Marc & Malissa Opulencia, 
Benjamin & Ruthmary Parmeter, 
Linda Patterson, Betsy Penn & Anna 
Woods, Linda Phillips, Mary Pierce & 
Will Baty, Rhoann Ponseti & Stefan 
Jonson, Tom & Gail Powell, Adrian 
& Mary Praetzellis, Mert Preston, 
Laurel Proeme, Joan Przekop, Steve 
& Lynnie Rabinowitsh, Audrey Rinker, 
Rosanne Robertson, Jim Robinson & 
Darlene LaMont, Rick Robinson, Don 

& Sharon Rowberry, Carol & Michael Ruddick, 
Larry & Barbara Sawyer, Paul & Patty Schoch, 
Paul Schwebel & Laura Shafer, Gary & Peggy 
Searby, Padi Selwyn & Reuben Weinzveg, Helen 
Shane & Fred Fletcher, Don & Joyce Sherer, Alan 
Siegle & Shelley Brown, Eleanor Silberman 
& Kitty Ritz, Rose Silva, Silveira Buick-GMC, 
Beckie Simmie, Lorna Skinner, Anita Smith, 
Bill Smith & Bonnie Berkeley, Scott & Therese 
Smith, Susan Spencer, Elise & Steve Stansbery, 
Bob & Becky Stender, Cora and Gordon Stewart, 
Willard & Ellen Stillman, Jack & Diane Stuppin, 
Kate Sullivan, Anne Sutter, Mark & Janny 
Tansil, Mark Tukman, Jean Turner, Francesca & 
Herbert Tyrnauer, Arlene Ulmer, Alton & Anita 
Vanderford, Rosemary Ward & Susan Hornstein, 
Mark & Karen Weddle, Gerald Weiss, John & 
Lynn Westoby, Gretchen Whisenand, Sharon 
& William Whitten, Gene & Mary Wilkinson, 
Kathrin Williams, Sara Winge, Ruth Witchey, 
Anja Woltman, Christine & John Woodward, 
Jack Ziegler & Mary Ciavonne, Abigail Zoger, 
Don & Jill Zumwalt, Matt & Patresa Zwerling
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Statement of activities 
for the Year ended June 30, 2014 

       
 
        

RevenueS AnD SuppoRt      

  

Government Grants & Contracts $465,895   465,895

Other Grants 16,900 29,900  46,800

Contributions by individuals 241,951   241,951

Program income 82,851   82,851

Net assets released from restrictions        23,186 -23,186  0

total revenues and support $830,783 $6,714 $0 $837,497

      

      

   

expenSeS     

Program services

     Restoration & Conservation Science $421,941   421,941

     Education 109,441   109,441

     Heron Hall Programs & Rentals        46,203   46,203

     Total program services $577,585 $0 $0 $577,585

Supporting services      

     Management and general 195,589   195,589

     Fund Raising and member services     67,868   67,868

     Total supporting services                  $263,457 $0 $0 $263,457

total expenses $841,042 $0 $0 $841,042

      

  

Change in net assets -$10,259 $6,714 $0 -$3,545

     

Net assets, beginning of period $2,236,091 $30,431 $10,000 $2,276,522  

      

net aSSetS, end of Period $2,225,832 $37,145 $10,000 $2,272,977

These statements are unaudited and for internal use only.

unrestricted temporarily restricted Permanently restricted total



ASSetS
Current assets
  Cash and equivalents $29,661
  Accounts receivable 120,664
  Retainage receivable 4,242
  Prepaids 2,732
Other current assets              0
    Total current assets $157,299
Fixed assets
  Land, See Note 1 $150,000
  Building and property improvements 1,999,385
  Furniture & equipment 104,036
  Vehicles 14,093
Accumulated depriciation   -205,135
    Total fixed assets 2,062,379
Other assets
  Lease gift in kind less value discount 183,710
  Endowment fund     9,649 
  Total other assets        193,359

total assets $2,413,037

liAbilitieS AnD net ASSetS
Current liabilities
  Accounts payable $74,393
  Accrued vacation 21,410
  Line of Credit payable 28,300
  Rental deposits 10,150
  Payroll liabilities 4,718
  Other payables        1,089

total current liabilities $140,060

net assets
  Unrestricted $2,225,832
  Temporarily restricted 37,145
  Permenantly restricted1           10,000
     Total net assets $2,272,977

total liabilities and net assets $2,413,037

Grants and Contracts

California Department of Fish and Game

Habitat Conservation Planning Branch

California Department of Transportation

City of Santa Rosa

City of Sebastopol

North Bay Climate Action Initiative

San Francisco Estuary Institute

Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation 
and Open Space District

Sonoma County Fish And Wildlife Commission

Sonoma County Regional Parks

Sonoma County Water Agency

State Coastal Conservancy

Note 1 - Land is shown at current appraised value. The property is encumbered by a conservation easement.

Statement of Financial position 
As of June 30, 2014



Restoration/Cons. Sci. Programs $421,941
Education Programs 109,441
Laguna Learning Center 46,203  
Administration 135,496
Fund Raising 44,174
Fund raising event costs 21,564 
Depreciation      60,093
totAl expenSeS $841,041

fY 2013-2014 expenses  
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Government Grants & Contracts $512,695 
Contributions by Individuals 171,270
Special Events 70,681
Program fees/rentals 54,486
Misc.    28,365
totAl Revenue $837,497

fY 2013-2014 revenue
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