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Dear Friends of the Laguna,

   The 2012-2013 Fiscal Year was full of great 
successes!

   This was our first full year of occupancy in 
the newly completed Great Blue Heron Hall. 
As part of our Public Education Program, we 
have monthly open houses and this last year 
we hosted over 20 walks, talks, and lectures. 
Renting the facility to other non-profits and 
groups for events create enormous support 
for the Education Department as well. And of 
course, we love using it for our own docent 
and guide training courses! All of this has 
added substantially to the number of visitors 
at the center and has helped us build public 
appreciation for the Laguna de Santa Rosa, 
a Wetland of International Importance. As the 
appreciation for the Laguna has deepened, so too has our membership in the Laguna 
Foundation – we now have over 600 members! 

   We encourage you to visit or attend one of the public education events we now regularly 
hold at the center. The native landscape and demonstration wetland have matured nicely 
and are attracting many different species of birds, dragonflies, and butterflies.

   We continue to be immensely proud of our Conservation and Restoration Department 
and its ongoing work to restore riparian forest habitat to the Laguna and its tributaries on 
the Santa Rosa Plain. With over 13,000 newly planted native plants, we are truly making 
a difference that will last for generations. As those plants mature, they will provide natural 
beauty and much needed wildlife habitat and migration corridors. Importantly, it will also 
improve our water quality. And all of this is being accomplished near the heart of the 
densest part of Sonoma County. 

   Last year, we also added new expertise to the Board of Directors. We are happy to 
welcome Julie Atwood, Nils- Michael Langenborg, Dr. Claudia Luke, Dr. Robert Rubin and 
Dr. Dianne Smith to our Board. Thanks to the Board and to our valued donors, volunteers, 
and members for helping us continue to meet our mission: to preserve, restore and 
enhance a greater public appreciation for the Laguna de Santa Rosa.

For the Laguna, 

Drew Jackson

Rachel Mansfield-Howlett
President, Board of Directors

David Bannister
Executive Director



education 
Raising Public Awareness and 
Providing Environmental Education 
 

During the 27th & 28th seasons 
of Learning Laguna, over 1275 students 
from 48 2nd, 3rd and 4th grade classes 
learned about Laguna plants and 
animals and the importance of wetlands 
through interactive classroom activities 
and experiential field trips to the Laguna. 
Docents served 131 (11%) more 
students this year than last. 

We gratefully acknowledge the 
work of 72 Laguna docents who 
contributed more than 1256 hours of 
teaching time to Learning Laguna.

$2500 in bus scholarships were 
awarded to 29% of participating 
Learning Laguna classes

14 new docents completed the 10-
week docent training class in spring. 

12 volunteers fulfilled the Guides 
training program, increasing this circle 
to 28 educators.

With appreciation we recognize 
the Guides and contributing Docents for:  

   -  Hosting 15 open house events and 
7 special request tours at the Laguna 
Environmental Center for approximately 
785 guests

   -  Leading and assisting with 5 trail 
walks for 325 people

   -  Supporting 21 public education 
talks and workshops for nearly 800 
community members

   -  Sharing about the Laguna and the 
Foundation’s work with over 500 people 
while tabling at the Laguna Trail and 
other community nature celebrations

Restoration 
Bringing Back the Laguna’s Natural 
Abundance 
 

Hosted our 4th annual Tree-A-Thon 
event where 87 volunteers planted nearly 
600 trees and shrubs, and at the River 
Parkways/Southern Laguna Restoration 
Project.  
 

Held nine Laguna Keepers events 
throughout the Laguna watershed and 
Laguna Environmental Center which 
generated over 750 volunteer hours for 
restoration efforts in the Laguna  
 

Launched the Southern Laguna 
Restoration Project which will restore 
critically important riparian habitat along 
12,000 linear feet of the Laguna main stem.   
 

Grew and diversified our internship 
program to create enriched work experience 
opportunities for college students which 
generated over 1,500 hours of project 
support.  
 

Encumbered over $200,000 in grants 
and matching project support for future 
restoration efforts in the Laguna. 
 

Engaged a wide spectrum of 
community groups in our stewardship work 
including: North Bay Conservation Corps 
Project Re-Generation, Sonoma Youth 
Ecology Corps, Sonoma County Regional 
Parks - Parks Alliance youth crew, Cardinal 
Newman High School, Congregation 
Shomrei Torah, Team Prunus, and Sonoma 
State University.

Year at a GlanCe

Conservation Science 
Understanding and Protecting the 
Laguna Watershed 
 
Much of the work of the Conservation 
Science Department involves long-
term monitoring assessing biology 
and ecology of the Laguna Watershed.  
We celebrate continuation of these 
important assessment projects: 
 

We conducted our 7th year of 
the Adopt a Vernal Pool program!  The 
longest running, most comprehensive 
native plant assessment program in 
Sonoma County, the AVP program 
collected data to monitor and protect 
three endangered species.  
 

We completed our 2nd year of 
controlling invasive Pennyroyal Mint 
in vernal pools. Conservation Science 
takes a leadership role in vernal pool 
management by working to restore 
habitat protecting critically endangered 
species in addition to monitoring 
 
. 7th year of bird surveys evaluating 
the success of restoration and impacts 
of trails. 
 

3rd year of evaluating water 
quality of creeks and streams in the 
lower Laguna watershed.



$10,000+ 
Lynmar Estate, Catherine Sharp, Jean Schulz  
 
$5,000 - $9,999 
Tom and Julie Atwood, Codding 
Foundation, Soroptimist International of 
Santa Rosa, Raini and Steve Vallarino

$2,500 - $4,999 
Bill and Joyce Cox, Brian and Rachel 
Howlett, Tom and Janine Origer, Betsy 
Stewart, Rick Theis and Carolyn Johnson

$1,000 - $2,499 
Blucher Creek Watershed Council, Marcia 
Coleman, Terry and Joanne Dale, E&J Gallo 
Winery, Christine Engel and Hugh Helm, 
Miles Ferris, GHD, Inc., Karin Guzman, 
Tom and Sally Lambert, Glenn and Franny 
Minervini-Zick, Richard and Trish Power, 
Jim and Sandy Shelton, Mike and Barbara 
Shepherd, Arthur and Judith Slater, Dianne 
Smith and Benjamin Foley Benson, Anne 
and W. Clayton Stephens, Heidi Stewart 
and John Weinstein, Janis and Warren 
Watkins, Wright Contracting Inc.

$500 - $999 
Dana Anderson, Harold Appleton, Janine 
Barnes and Chris Watson, Bill and Gail 
Bettinelli, Jo Brandt, Randy Brant, Connie 
Codding, Hall Cushman and Caroline 
Christian, Brad and Rosalie DeMeo, 
Nancy and James Dempsey, Frank and 
Jackie Dono, Susie Hagemeister, Sharon 
Hawthorne, Kate Burroughs and David 
Henry, Lynn and Rod Berglund, Carol and 
Peter Lucic, Janet Randall and Bruce Mac 
Evoy, Laura and Larry Martin, Clark and 
Carol Mitchel, Tom and Mary Reed, Peter 
Schmale, Silveira Buick-GMC, Sonoma 
Land Trust, Thrivent Financial For Lutherns, 
Jan Vannatta, Linda Widdifield, Mark 
Zaifman  
 

$250 - $499 
Barnee and Gary Alexander, Martha and James-Michael Baeli, Stephen and Linda 
Barnhart, Brendan and Patricia Brown, Denise Cadman and Stuart Schroeder, 
Clover Stornetta Farms, Inc., Gerald and Buff Corsi, Buzz and Cindy Danner, Mary 
Ely and Wayne Salk, Steven Fabian and Judy McCann, Melanie Goodpasture, Linda 
and David Hanes, Carroll and John Hirsch, Robert Jacob, Greg and Kathi Jacobs, 
Marcia and Ralph Johnson, Nell Kneibler, Greg Korelich and Linda Osher, Bill and 
Beth Krumbein, Les and Nancy Lewis, Massage Envy Spa, Larry Nagel, Sheila and 
Scott O’Brien, Dwight and Judy Petersen, Tom and Gail Powell, Real Community 
Properties, Inc., Elizabeth and Robert Sanville, Taste Route 116, Peggy Tourje and 
Jane Krensky, Twenty-Eighth Church Of Christ, Scientist Los Angeles

$100 - $249 
Keith Abeles and Amy Levin, Theodora Amaroli, Kathy Anderson, Victoria and Bill 
Andrews, Jeannette and Butch Anglin, Don Arrabit, David and Maripat Bannister, 
Edward and Susan Barich, Reginald and Margaret Bayley, Ralph Benson, Ray 
Bingham, Dee and Ken Blackman, Jenny Blaker and Neil Hancock, Ann Cassidy and 
Alistair Bleifuss, Benn Blincoe, Sandra and Walt Bodley, Joan Bossart, Laura Bowlby, 
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The laguna Foundation is grateful to every one of the individuals and organizations who 

made a broad range of financial gifts from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2013. 

Kenneth and Crystal Brody, Phillip and Gale Brownell, Elizabeth Bryant 
and Kimberly Lawton, Chuck and Deanne Cadman, Marcia and Donald 
Camacho, Bob Caricato and Cynthia Ketelsen, Lenore and Al Carrion, 
Chez Jeanne, Clay and Kim Clement, Jacquelyn DeCoster, John and 
Patricia Dervin, Kathryn Devereaux, Donald Dixon and Victoria Baum, 
Djubaya, Herbert and Jane Dwight, David and Sally Ewald, Mark and 
Jean Farmer, Judy Filippa, Andrew and Nancy Fleming, Richard and Pat 
Fontaine, Sue Gibbons, Jim and Kathy Gilliam, Michael Gillotti, Marlys 
Green, LM Greenberg, Sarah and Dan Gurney, Lisa Harris and Timothy 
Beutel, Greg Hayes and Robin Fautley, Jeremy Joan Hewes, Anne Higgins, Sue 
and Mike Hoey, Andrew and Jean Holroyd-Sills, Cecil and Gerry Humes, 
Donald and Marsha Jacobs, Royce and Rochelle Johnson, Arlene and 
Brad Kallen, Howard and Shelly Kalmer, Deborah Klein and Lois Cohen, 
Michael and Sachiko Knappman, Ellen and Wayne Krebs, Eunice La Dell 
Escola, Bob Landman and Helene Morneau, Louisa Leavitt, Peter and Olivia 
Leveque, Jack and Francine Levin, Suzanne Llamado, John and Kim Lloyd, Jan and Stephen Lochner, Jake and Barbara Mackenzie, Linda 
Marietta,David Maris, Scott Mathieson and Laurel Anderson, Major Eugene Meade, Linda Mollenhauer-Meyskens and Tom Meyskens, 
William and Elizabeth Monnet, Barbara Moulton and Tom Helm, Shirley and Lori Myers, Alan Nannini, SM and Charles Navigante, 
Suzanne and Gary Nelson, Patricia Newland and Lisa Peters, Brenda and Richard Nichols, Jane Nielson, Margo Norman and George 

Triest, Pat O’Connell, Jeremy Olsan, Loren Brueggemann and Michelle 
Olson, Doris Parker, Benjamin and Ruthmary Parmeter, Linda Patterson, Lee 
Perron and Judy L. White, Randy Piazza, Mert Preston, Diane Psota, Steve 
and Lynnie Rabinowitsh, Paula Reid, Jim Robinson and Darlene LaMont, 
Maynard and Olga Jane Rotermund, Richard and Linda Rudnansky, Drake 
and Nioma Sadler, Emily Sawyer, Paul and Patty Schoch, Gary and Peggy 
Searby, Patricia and Bryan Sesser, Patricia and Peter Shapiro, Balletto 
Vineyards, Rhonda Berney and Richard Shipps, Glenn Siegel and Madrone 
Williams, Alan Siegle and Shelley Brown, Lorna Skinner, Calvin and Elenita 
Strobel, Jack Stuppin, Kate Sullivan, Anne Sutter, Ellen Swenson, Neva and 
Stephen Turer, Dianna and Tommy Unis, Michael Vasey, Rosemary Ward and 
Susan Hornstein, Marilyn Watkins, Mark and Karen Weddle, Judy Withee 
and Stephen Sweaney, John Wright, Jack Ziegler, Abigail Zoger, Matt and 
Patresa Zwerling

Docents lead children in a Water Investigation 
Activity at the Sebastopol Preserve.
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Vistitors enjoy watching birds and other wildlife
 along the Laguna Trail. 
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Statement of activities 
for the Year ended June 30, 2012 

       
 
        

RevenueS AnD SuppoRt        

Government Grants & Contracts              $280,219    $17,876    $298,095 

Other Grants        60,445      20,660        81,105

Contributions by individuals      185,152      46,068        231,220

Program income           63,855                   63,855

Net assets released from restrictions       77,180    -77,180                 0

total revenues and support              666,851        7,424   0                     674,275

               

expenSeS        

Program services        

 Restoration     225,361         225,361

 Conservation science    105,141         105,141

 Education     119,328         119,328

 Laguna Environmental Center                 30,691           30,691

   Total program services    480,521   0   0    480,521

Supporting services        

 Management and general   188,430         188,430

 Fundraising and member services      70,307           70,307

   Total supporting services              258,737    0   0    258,737

total expenses              739,258   0   0   739,258

        

Change in net assets      -72,407        7,424       -64,983

        

Net assets, beginning of period             2,308,498      23,007      10,000             2,341,505  

      

net aSSetS, end of Period        $2,236,091   $30,431   $10,000         $2,276,522

         

 

These statments are unaudited and for internal use only.        

        
               

unrestricted temporarily restricted Permenantly restricted total



ASSetS   
Current assets   
  Cash and equivalents          $22,001  
  Accounts receivable            58,330  
  Other current assets              9,128  
    Total current assets            89,559  
Fixed assets   
  Land, See Note 1          150,000  
  Building and property improvements     1,915,198  
  Property net of accumulated depreciation       49,651  
    Total fixed assets       2,114,849  

Other assets   
  Lease gift in kind less value discount        196,528  
  Endowment fund              8,729  
  Total other assets          205,257  
total assets               $2,409,665  
   
liAbilitieS AnD net ASSetS   
Current liabilities   
  Accounts payable            $42,154  
  Accrued vacation            15,586  
  Current portion, long term debt           18,489  
  Payroll liabilities              5,091
  Other liabilities           49,300  
  Other payables               2,523  
    Total current liabilities         133,143  
   
net assets   
  Unrestricted        2,236,091  
  Temporarily restricted            30,431  
  Permenantly restricted            10,000  
     Total net assets      2,276,522 

total liabilities and net assets  $2,409,665  
   
   
     

Grants and Contracts

California Department of Fish and Game, 
Habitat Conservation Planning Branch 

California Department of Transportation  

City of Santa Rosa 

City of Sebastopol 

Gold Ridge Resource Conservation District

 Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation        
and Open Space District 

Sonoma County Fish And Wildlife Commission 

Sonoma County Water Agency 

State Coastal Conservancy 

US Fish & Wildlife Service 

Note 1 - Land is shown at current appraised value. The property is encumbered by a conservation easement.

Statement of Financial position 
As of June 30, 2013



Personnel        424,232
Other project/program costs        71,247
Office & administration         43,421  
Professional services    88,499 
Loan interest, bank fees & taxes   13,260 
Fund raising event costs    23,259 
Maintenance & utilities           8,237
Training & volunteer costs     4,170 
Merchandise production           2,629
Depreciation          60,304
totAl expenSeS     739,258

fY 2012-2013 expenses

Government Grants & Contracts      298,095
Grants           81,105
Contributions by individuals      231,220
Program services and miscellaneous   63,854
totAl Revenue     674,274

Restoration
31%

Science
14%Education

16%

Fund raising
10%

Admin
17%

Depreciation
8%

Heron Hall 
Learning Center

4%

Expense by program

fY 2012-2013 revenue

Government 
grants/contracts

44%

Other grants
12%

Support by indivs
34%

Program services 
& misc.

10%

Income by source


